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Giving Back celebrates the giving spirit and vibrant philanthropic traditions among Americans of African
descent. Rarely acknowledged as philanthropy, centuries-old cultural customs and beliefs nevertheless
continue to have an impact on lives and communities. Images and narratives of more than 200 people
commemorate the legacy of black philanthropists—from generous donors of wealth to ingenious givers
carving a way out of no way. Photographer Charles W. Thomas Jr. beautifully captures images that
portray the joy, aspiration, remembrance, and resilience that characterize black philanthropy.

About the Author
Valaida Fullwood, a born-and-bred North Carolinian, has hometown roots in
Morganton but now resides in Charlotte. She is a graduate of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she majored in
International Studies with a focus in Economics. For nearly a decade, she
managed international economic development projects for major
corporations, living and working overseas prior to establishing a Charlotte-
based consulting practice. She is a founding member of New Generation of
African American Philanthropists-a giving circle that gives back.
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